Primary cutaneous aspergillosis (PCA)--a case report.
Primary cutaneous aspergillosis is a rare diagnosis. Predisposing factors are immunodeficiency and macerated skin. The mortality of infections with Aspergillus species is high, especially in neonatal intensive care units (NICUs). We present a premature (24 wk of gestation) infant with primary cutaneous aspergillosis appearing on the sixth day of life. Predisposing factors in this patient were prematurity, extremely vulnerable skin, treatment with antibiotics and renovation in the radiology department nearby. The patient was treated with amphotericin B intravenously for a total of 40 d. He did not have, nor develop, disseminated aspergillosis, and suffered no side effects from the treatment. The only remaining trace of his infection was scarring in the affected area. After having treated this patient successfully and having gone through the available literature, we conclude that treating primary cutaneous aspergillosis with intravenous amphotericin B prevents disseminated aspergillosis and is the treatment of choice.